420                  Glasgdiv and Brentford.              [Oct. 20.
Icolmkill, when Sir Allan M'Lean and I submitted to be carried on men's shoulders from the boat to the shore, as it could not be brought quite close to land, he sprang into the sea, and waded vigorously out.
On our arrival at the Saracen's Head Inn, at Glasgow, I was made happy by good accounts from home; and Dr, Johnson, who had not received a single letter since we left Aberdeen1, found here a great many, the perusal of which entertained him much. He enjoyed in imagination the comforts which we could now command, and seemed to be in high glee. I remember, he put a leg up on each side of the grate, and said, with a mock solemnity, by way of soliloquy, but loud enough for me to hear it, ' Here am I, an ENGLISH man, sitting by a coal fire.'
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29.
The professors3 of the University being informed of our arrival, Dr. Stevenson, Dr. Reid3, and Mr. Anderson breakfasted with us. Mr. Anderson accompanied us while Dr. Johnson viewed this beautiful city. He had told me, that one day in London, when Dr. Adam Smith was boasting of it, he turned to him and said, ' Pray, Sir, have you ever seen Brentford"!' This was surely a strong instance of his impatience, and spirit of contradiction. I put him in mind of it to-day, while he expressed his admiration of the elegant
1 For sixty-eight da3's he received no letter—from August 21 (ante, p. 95) to October 28.
" Among these professors might possibly have been either Burke or Hume had not a Mr. Clow been the successful competitor in 1751 as the successor to Adam Smith in the chair of logic. 'Mr. Clow has acquired a curious title to fame, from the greatness of the man to whom he succeeded, and of those over whom he was triumphant.' J. H. Burton's Plume, \. 351.
3 Dr. Reid, the author of the Inquiry into the Human Mind, had in 1763 succeeded Adam Smith as Professor of Moral Philosophy. Du-gald Stewart was his pupil the winter before Johnson's visit. Stewart's Reid, ed. 1802, p. 38.
* See ante, iv. 214.
buildings,124, 180. For other instances of his memory, see ante, \. 46, 56; ill. 361, note i; and iv. 119, note 3.
